THE RELIGION OF NUMA

the family the head of the household (pater
fcwmhas) is also the priest and he is responsible
for conducting the religious worship of the whole
house, free and slave alike to his wife and
daughters he leaves the ceremonial connected
with the hearth (Vesta) and the deities of the
store-cupboard (Penates), and to his bailiff the
sacrifice to the powers who protect bis fields
(Lares), but the other acts of worship at home and
in the fields he conducts himself, and his sons act
as his acolytes Once a year he meets with his
neighbours at the boundaries of their properties
and celebrates the common worship over the
boundary-stones So in1 the larger outgrowth of
the family, the gens, which consisted of all persons
with the same surname (women, not cognomen},
the gentile sacra are in the hands of the more
wealthy members who are regarded as its heads,
we have the curious instance of Olodius even aftar
his adoption into another family, proYudfagfethi^
worship of the gens Clocka in his own house, and
we may remember Virgil's picture of the
of fcfee gmtes of tha Po&tii and the <
forming the sacrifice to Hercules at the ara
mawvma, whidb was the traditional privilege of

1 This is all open to doubt, but see De Marchi, H
Pnvato, vol. u.
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